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which stands a circle of immense plane-trees,
the trunks of which rise so close to each other
that they may almost be deemed to constitute
but a single tree. Beneath their shade Peter
the Hermit is said to have preached the Crusade;
and at a later period a Christian Prince halted
there a troop of horse, (I dare not state their
supposed number) and bade them rest there
as in a tent, during the noontide heats. At
Tlierapia we crossed the water, paying first a
visit to an English frigate that lay midway in
the stream, and roamed all day long about the
hills and dales of Asia. We began by climbing
a steep hill, known by the name of the " Giant's
Mount/' which commands a view of the distant
mountains, as well as of nearly all the reaches
of the Bosphorus. Its broad smooth brow is
garlanded by a natural chaplot of spreading
oaks, intermingled with lofty elms, and a rich
underwood of holly. In the midst of the circle
is a green space of soft and silky grass swelling
upwards liko a cushion, on which we lay for a
long time, resting our eyes on the dark blue